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WELCOME TO THE OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF THE ST HELENA RESEARCH INSTITUTE

LONDON LAUNCH PROGRAMME

1. Welcome, introductions, programme & housekeeping – Kedell Worboys, MBE

2. The Rt Honourable Andrew Mitchell 

3. Kirsty Joshua, UKRI Innovate UK and former member SHRI Steering Group 

“St Helena Research Institute - gateway for research” 

4. Tara Pelembe, Deputy Director SAERI, SHRI and SHRC member 

“Introducing the St Helena Research Institute”

5. Kedell Worboys, MBE “St Helena Connected & closing remarks” 



WELCOME TO THE OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF THE ST HELENA RESEARCH INSTITUTE

ST HELENA LAUNCH PROGRAMME

1. Welcome, introductions & programme – Dr Rebecca Cairns-Wicks

2. His Excellency Governor Dr Phillip Rushbrooke

3. Mrs Wendy Benjamin, Director of Education and Employment

4. Dr Rebecca Cairns-Wicks, SHRI Coordinator 

“Introducing the St Helena Research Institute” & “St Helena Connected”

5. Honourable Clint Beard, Chair Education Committee closing remarks 

Posters: Terrestrial and Marine Teams, SHNT & EMD



The St Helena Research Institute 
in St Helena, by St Helena, for St Helena 

Tara Pelembe – Deputy Director SAERI
SHRI Council member (Advisory)

#StHelenaResearch



Why a Research Institute?

St Helena is a unique and fascinating place and offers 
research opportunities that can be found nowhere else 
in the world

A research institute can support, promote and manage 
research and researchers for the benefit of St Helena



Our vision…

The St Helena Research Institute

a collaborative organization founded in St Helena 
promoting and conducting high quality, ethical and 
responsible research that advances understanding, 
supports excellence in education and respects and protects 
people, our heritage and environment. 

◦ supporting, promoting and managing research activities on St 
Helena

◦ ensuring that research and researchers benefit the island

◦ protecting the resources being studied

◦ realizing potential benefits



Our Mission
Our mission is to be a trusted partner to ensure research and innovation thrives and supports sustainable 
living in St Helena. We seek to inspire and encourage scientific enquiry and life-long learning on St Helena to 
acquire new knowledge to solve problems that enrich people’s lives, protect our culture, heritage and natural 
environment.
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Celebrating Saint Scientists

Professor Daniel  Yon –
York University Canada

Anthropology

Dr Cilla McDaniel –
University of East 

Anglia
Social Policy

Dr Jason Yon –
University of Bristol 
Electro-magnetical

systems





International Scientists
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Our Structure
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Where are we now ? 
Policy framework

New licencing system

Setting up our website

Preparing a business plan

Identifying resource needs

Collaborating & developing partnerships

Computers, desk space, internet



Launch



A Regional Model

SAERI – started by the Falkland Islands Government

MAERI – Started by the Anguilla Government

SHRI - working within the framework of a growing network of sister organisations, that are 
territory-led and share expertise and experience between the islands



Launch 12th

November 2019



What next?
Managing the new Research Licencing Scheme

Facilitating research to meet St. Helena priority needs

Working with our partners to deliver our business plan

Helping develop facilities available to support research

Building upon long term relationships & Developing 
new relationships

Sharing knowledge with the community

Realising new opportunities

Building on our foundations to become recognized as a 
reputable academic Research Institute



Thank you



Thank you to all of 
our 

Thanks you to our partners and supporters

enquiries@sthelenaresearch.edu.sh

#StHelenaResearch

mailto:enquiries@sthelenaresearch.edu.sh


Bridging the Digital Divide
International Research Competition

Research related to the fibre optic cable e.g.
◦ How educational achievement changes when students gain access to 

unlimited internet. 

◦ The impact of telemedicine in remote places.

◦ The contribution of technology to mental health, well-being, speech and 
language therapy

◦ The impact of access on culture, relationships and networking. 

◦ The impact of internet on globalisation for a small remote island.

◦ How the digital economy contributes to economic growth.

enquiries@sthelenaresearch.edu.sh

£5,000 

mailto:enquiries@sthelenaresearch.edu.sh

